Endoscopic ultrasound-guided biliodigestive drainage is a good alternative in patients with unresectable cancer.
A total of 11 prospective cases of endoscopic ultrasound (EUS)-guided cholangio-drainage (EUCD) in patients with end-stage biliopancreatic cancer and biliary tract obstruction are reported. Other available drainage methods (endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography and/or percutaneous transhepatic biliary drainage) of the biliary tract were attempted without success prior to EUS. Technical and clinical success was achieved in 10/11 patients (91%) and in 9/10 patients (90%), respectively. Bilirubin decreased by more than 50% in 7/11 patients (64%). One patient had a complication that required re-intervention and another patient developed biloma. No mortality directly related to the procedure was documented. In conclusion, EUCD is a good alternative for patients with malignant obstruction of the biliary tract in whom other drainage methods have failed.